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1. INTRODUCTION 

This report presents methods and summarizes the results of a cultural resources study 
conducted for the County of San Diego’s proposed Gillespie Field Airport Redevelopment of 
70-acre Parcel and Land Acquisition Project. The project is located in the City of El Cajon, 
California. ASM Affiliates, Inc. (ASM) conducted a cultural resources survey in accordance 
with County of San Diego CEQA procedures and 36 CFR 60.4. The study utilized archival 
research and an intensive pedestrian survey of the project area to identify potential 
archaeological and built historic properties of significance. In summary, no cultural resources 
were identified within the project property and acquisition areas.  
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2. PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 

PROPOSED PROJECT  

The proposed project consists of the redevelopment of a 70-acre parcel, previously the El 
Cajon Speedway, located to the north and west of the intersection of Bradley Avenue and Wing 
Avenue in the City of El Cajon from non-aviation use to aviation use (Figures 1 and 2). The 
last race at the Cajon Speedway was held on October 9, 2004. This change in land use will 
allow for the installation of a taxiway, apron, and drainage improvements (approximately 15 
acres), and later aviation development by private developers (approximately 55 acres). Future 
improvements to be completed by private developers may include: rectangular and T-hanger 
spaces, conventional hangar space, aircraft tie-downs, apron area, automobile parking, aircraft 
maintenance space, and aviation office and business space. The entire parcel is expected to be 
developed, including the area presently being used as a mitigation site for San Diego ambrosia 
(Ambrosia pumila) that was set aside for prior development at the airport. All plants from this 
area would be transplanted to a suitable receptor site in eastern San Diego County. Drainage 
ditches along the northern and eastern edges of the 70-acre parcel are part of the existing 
airport drainage system. The northern ditch is expected to be replaced with a pipe, and paved 
over. There are no plans for the eastern ditch at this time. 
  
The project also involves the acquisition of property from willing sellers to meet federal safety 
requirements. FAA regulations indicate that the approach surface of the runways at Gillespie 
Field should be kept free of all obstructions. Control of the runway protection zones at the 
ends of the runways is essential to ensure that unobstructed approach surfaces are maintained. 
Land acquisition is proposed to meet federal safety standards for unobstructed approaches for 
runways 9L-27R and 17-35. Table 1 lists the Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) that have 
been identified for proposed land acquisitions. Where land acquisition is not necessary or 
infeasible, avigation easements to prevent obstructions in the flight surface and to allow for 
overflight would be acquired (Table 2).  
 

Table 1. APNs for Proposed Land Acquisition 
 

384-190-44 482-131-03 384-240-07 

482-131-06 384-240-17 384-240-06 

482-131-07 482-131-04 384-240-05 

482-131-02 482-131-05 387-030-05 

384-410-76 384-410-20 387-081-07 

387-110-41 384-410-74 384-410-40 

384-410-63 384-410-68  
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Figure 1. Project vicinity map. 
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Figure 2.  Project location map. 
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Table 2. APNs for Proposed Avigation Easements 

 
384-410-29 384-410-49 384-410-19 384-410-42 384-410-50 387-090-34 384-410-60 

384-410-18 384-410-43 384-410-52 384-311-27 387-090-36 384-410-64 384-410-61 

384-410-17 384-410-41 384-410-26 384-190-69 387-074-02 384-410-66 384-410-16 

384-410-02 384-410-65 384-190-61 384-410-25 384-410-15 384-410-04 384-410-07 

384-410-24 384-410-33 384-410-05 387-081-01 482-131-09 482-131-14 384-311-26 

 
 

ALTERNATIVE A (Reduced Footprint Alternative) 

Alternative A (Reduced Footprint Alternative) consists of developing 66.9 acres (15 acres 
apron & taxiway and 51.9 acres aviation development) while preserving 3.1 acres (1.1 acres of 
San Diego ambrosia with 100-ft softscape buffer of 2 acres). Alternative A would include the 
installation of a taxiway, apron, and drainage improvements (approximately 15 acres) and the 
same type of private development described in the Proposed Project. The acquisition of land 
and avigation easements would remain unchanged from the Proposed Project. 
 

ALTERNATIVE B (Further Reduced Project Alternative) 

Alternative B (Further Reduced Project Alternative) consists of developing 36.5 acres (15 acres 
apron, taxiway, and drainage improvements; and 21.5 acres aviation development); while 33.5 
acres would remain in existing uses (includes preserving the 1.1 acre ambrosia area). The 
acquisition of land and avigation easements would remain unchanged from the Proposed 
Project. 
 

NO PROJECT ALTERNATIVE 

No further development would occur at Gillespie Field on the 70-acre parcel as the No Project 
Alternative.  
 
For purposes of cultural resources analysis, especially because the cultural resources survey is 
negative, the differences among the three alternatives are inconsequential. 
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3. PROJECT AREA DESCRIPTION 

The primary project area is a 70-acre cleared parcel bordered on the north by Airport Drive, 
on the east by Wing Drive, on the west by Joe Crosson Drive, and on the south by Floyd 
Smith Drive. With exception of a 1.2-acre fenced area containing the sensitive plant population 
of San Diego Ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila), the entire parcel has been graded and is kept clear 
of vegetation by regular mowing. Nothing remains of previous structures or activities on the 
property.  
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4. RECORDS SEARCH RESULTS 

A records search for the property was conducted at the South Coastal Information Center 
(SCIC), at San Diego State University (SDSU) and at the San Diego Museum of Man (MOM). 
The search encompassed the project area and a one-mile radius around the project area and 
acquisition areas. Letters from the SCIC and MOM are attached (Attachment A). Site records 
on file at both the SCIC and MOM indicate that no previously recorded cultural resources are 
located within the project area; however, more than 12 cultural resources are recorded within a 
one-mile radius of the project property (Table 3). The records search also indicates that the 
project area has not been previously surveyed. 
 

Table 3. Records Search Results: Recorded Sites within One Mile of the Project 
 

Site Number Site Type Site Size Date Recorded By Artifacts/Features 
SDI-141 unknown unknown unknown Treganza unknown 

SDI-4646 unknown unknown 2/1963 Wakefield unknown 

SDI-5049 milling/midden 110x115m 6/1979 Oetting 
ceramics, flakes, ground 

stone 
SDI-5051 milling 10x15m 6/1979 Oetting none 

SDI-5997 milling/artifacts unknown 1979 Carrico 
311 artifacts/ ceramics, 
lithics, ground stone. 

SDI-6936 lithic scatter 30x2m 2/1979 Carrillo lithics 

SDI-6937 lithic scatter 45x69m 2/1979 Carrillo lithics/cores 

SDI-6939 milling/artifacts 54x36m 2/1979 Carrillo lithics, ceramics, shell, point 

SDI-6940 midden 3x3m 2/1979 Carrillo ceramics, lithics 

SDI-10451 milling/artifacts 177x44m 9/1985 Cardenas cores, lithics 

SDI-15748 milling/lithics 33x10m 8/2000 Smith lithics 

SDI-16968 milling/artifacts 43x68 5/2004 Smith 
ground stone, lithics, 

ceramics 

 
 



 5.  Archival Research and Historical Background 

Redevelopment and Land Acquisition Project, Gillespie Field 8 

5. ARCHIVAL RESEARCH AND HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND 

ASM Senior Architectural Historian William R. Manley conducted archival research at the San 
Diego Historical Society Research Archives and the County of San Diego Department of 
Planning and Land Use to assemble background information. Additionally, telephone contacts 
were made with the Santee and El Cajon Historical Societies, in an effort to identify historical 
materials important to the project area and acquisition areas.  
 
Archival resources that were key to the review of history and development of the project area 
include a series of historic aerial photographs on file at the San Diego County Cartographic 
Records Section. Aerial surveys conducted in 1928, 1945, 1966, and 1983 produced a detailed 
record of physical development. The photos demonstrate that prior to World War II, the 
project location was part of a broad agricultural area characterized by farms and grazing lands. 
Substantial development of the area began in 1942, when Gillespie Field was commissioned as 
a U.S. Marine Corps parachute training area. 
 
The Cajon Speedway operated for 44 years within the project area. In 1961, the facility began 
operation with a ¼-mile dirt race track. By 1970, the track had been enlarged to 3/8 mile and 
paved. By the time the track closed in 2004, more than four million patrons had attended more 
than 1300 race events (http://cajonspeedway.com, accessed 4/12/2006). The speedway facility 
was demolished in 2005. 
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6. FIELD SURVEY METHODS AND RESULTS 

Archaeological surveys were conducted by ASM Associate Archaeologist Drew Pallette, under 
the supervision of Susan M. Hector, Ph.D., and the architectural surveys were conducted by 
ASM Senior Architectural Historian William R. Manley and Principal Investigator Sinéad Ní 
Ghabhláin. The 70-acre project parcel and proposed acquisition parcels were surveyed on April 
10-13, 2006 and May 24, 2007. Ground visibility on the 70-acre parcel was excellent. No 
buildings or structures are present in that area.  
 
Cajon Speedway. The 70-acre Cajon Speedway parcel is located in the southeast corner of the 
project area. It is bordered on the west by Joe Crosson Drive, on the north by Airport Drive, 
on the east by Wing Avenue, and on the south by Floyd Smith Drive and Bradley Avenue. The 
parcel has been graded and leveled with nothing remaining from the speedway. A small area 
has been fenced and set aside as a mitigation area for a population of the sensitive plant, San 
Diego Ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila). The entire parcel was surveyed and no archaeological 
resources were found. An abandoned modern safe was found in the southwest corner. 
 
Proposed land acquisition and avigation easement areas are discussed by area in the following 
paragraphs. 
 
W. Bradley and Johnson Avenues. This area is located at the south end of Gillespie Field near 
West Bradley and Johnson Avenues. This is an industrial area with warehouse and office 
buildings. Other parcels either have newer buildings or are vacant lots, some of which are 
paved parking areas. Most of the land area is covered by paving or is heavily disturbed. No 
potential archaeological resources were found. The buildings in this area all date from less than 
45 years ago, based on historic mapping and aerial photography sources. None reflect 
exceptional architectural, engineering, or historical qualities. 
 
Pepper Drive and Graves Avenue. This area is located on the east side of Gillespie Field. The 
area includes single-family and apartment residences, a storage facility, and a narrow section 
of land used for parking. Most of the land area is covered by paving or is heavily disturbed. 
No potential archaeological resources were found. The buildings in this area all date from less 
than 45 years ago, based on historic mapping and aerial photography sources. None reflect 
exceptional architectural, engineering, or historical qualities. 
 
Prospect and Railroad Avenues. This is mainly a residential area on the north side of the 
airport, encompassing a roughly square block between Prospect Avenue on the south, Avis 
Lane on the north, Cottonwood Avenue on the west, and Railroad Avenue in the east. This 
area includes single-family homes and a vacant lot. A business area along the southern part of 
Railroad Avenue was also examined. Most of the land area is covered by paving or is heavily 
disturbed. No potential archaeological resources were found. Several homes in this area appear 
to be more than 45 years old; however, all have been heavily remodeled. The other buildings 
in this area date from less than 45 years ago, based on historic mapping and aerial photography 
sources. None reflect exceptional architectural, engineering, or historical qualities. A 0.88-acre 
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lot south of Kenney and west of Magnolia was also examined. This city-owned lot (387-030-
05) is vacant and no resources were noted.  
 
Prospect Avenue and Cuyamaca Street. Located on the west side of the airport, this area 
includes five parcels. One is a modern office facility while the remainder appear to be used 
primarily as storage facilities. Most of the land area is covered by paving or is heavily 
disturbed. No potential archaeological resources were found. One single-family home in this 
area appears to be more than 45 years old; however, it has been heavily affected by 
demolition. The other buildings in this area date from less than 45 years ago, based on historic 
mapping and aerial photography sources. None reflect exceptional architectural, engineering, 
or historical qualities. 
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7. NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION 

The California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted to conduct a 
search of their files for any recorded Traditional Cultural Properties or Native American 
heritage sites within one mile of the project area. The NAHC search found no Traditional 
Cultural Properties or Native American heritage sites within the project area. The NAHC 
provided a list of Native American tribal representatives to solicit further information 
concerning the project. Letters were sent to eight tribal representatives requesting further 
information. To date only one response had been received. In a letter, dated April 18, 2006, 
Ms. Shasta Gaughen, Assistant Director for the Pala Band of Mission Indians has suggested 
that the “project of this size would benefit from the presence of Native American monitors” 
(Attachment B). On August 16, 2006, a letter was sent in response to Ms. Gaughen stating 
that, due to the extremely high level of disturbance in the project area and the fact that neither 
the records search nor the survey resulted in the identification of cultural resources, neither 
Native American nor archaeological monitoring are warranted. If further responses are 
received from any tribal group or individual they will be forwarded to the County for inclusion 
in the final technical report. 
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8. CONCLUSIONS AND MANAGEMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

No architectural or archaeological cultural resources (historic or prehistoric) were found within 
the project area and proposed acquisition and avigation easement areas. No resources with the 
potential for meeting the criteria of eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places (36 CFR §60) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CPRC §5024.1) are 
present within the project area. Since no unique archaeological resources, as defined in CEQA 
section 21083.2(g), were identified or discovered, no monitoring or other mitigation measures 
are recommended.  
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ATTACHMENT A 

Copy Of Records Search Letter 

 
Confidential Information 

Records Search is available to qualified persons. On file ASM Affiliates, Inc.) 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Native American Consultation Letters 

 
 



 

 

 
March 22, 2005 
 
Carol Gaubatz 
California Native American Heritage Commission 
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Via fax: (916) 657-5390 
 
Re: Gillespe Field Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment Project, San Diego 

County, California 
 
Dear Ms. Gaubatz, 
 
ASM Affiliates is conducting an archaeological study of the proposed Gillespe Field Environmental 
Impact Report/Environmental Assessment project parcel located in San Diego County, California. This 
study is being undertaken in accordance with CEQA. ASM has conducted a records search with the 
South Coastal Information Center in San Diego County, as well as a pedestrian survey of the project 
parcel. I am writing to inquire if you have registered any cultural resources, traditional cultural 
properties, or areas of heritage sensitivity within this proposed project area. 
 
Our investigation will include direct consultation with local tribal entities in a manner that ensures 
complete confidentiality. We request that you send along a listing of the appropriate individuals to make 
contact with related to this project. Please submit your response to me at our Carlsbad office, listed 
above. Feel free to call, write, or e-mail (cawright@asmaffiliates.com) if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Catherine A. Wright 
Associate Archaeologist  
 
Attachment:    map of project parcel 
 
Your Requested Information:  

County – San Diego  
     USGS Quad – El Cajon 

Township – 10 South 
Range – 1 West 
Unsectioned 



 

 

 
 
April 5, 2006 
 
 
Pauma & Yuima 
Attn: EPA Coordinator 
P.O. Box 369 
Pauma Valley, California 92061 
 
 
Re: Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment for Redevelopment of a 70-Acre 

Parcel and Land Acquisition for Gillespie Field, El Cajon, San Diego County, California 
 
 
Dear EPA Coordinator, 
 
 ASM Affiliates, Inc. is conducting a cultural resource study of the proposed Gillespie Field 
Redevelopment Project for incorporation into an EIR/EA.  ASM has completed a records search at the 
South Coastal Information Center and with the California Native American Heritage Commission and 
an intensive pedestrian survey of the project area. The study proved negative in that no prehistoric 
resources were identified within the project area as a result of either the survey and the records search.  
One historic building was identified within the project area. 
 
 The County of San Diego proposes to allow for the redevelopment of the 70-acre parcel located 
to the north and west of the intersection of Bradley and Wing Boulevard in the City of El Cajon from 
non-aviation use to aviation use.  This change in land use will allow for later aviaton development by 
private developers in response to Requests for Proposal.  Private developers will be responsible for 
completing the environmental review necessary for the approval of their projects.  Future improvements 
to be completed by private developers include: rectangular and T-hangar spaces, conventional hangar 
space, aircraft tiedowns, apron area, automobile parking, aircraft maintenance space, and aviation 
office and business space. 
 
 The project also involves the acquisition of property to meet Federal safety requirements.  
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations indicate that the approach surface of all runways at 
Gillespsie Field should be kept free of all obstructions.   Control of the runway protection zones at the 
ends of the runways is essential to ensure unobstructed approach surfaces are maintained.  Land 
acquisition and avigation easements are proposed to this end. 
 
 We are contacting you to find out if you are aware of any issues of cultural concern regarding 
the area shown on the enclosed map. In particular, we would like to know if you have knowledge of 
any Traditional Cultural Properties, Sacred Sites, resource collecting areas, or any other areas of 
concern. We would like to be advised if there are any in the project area. We understand the need for 
confidentiality in these matters.  
 
  



Date 
Name 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the proposed project, we will consult with you 
about the best way to include consideration of those concerns while maintaining confidentiality. ASM 
can be contacted at the address and telephone number found at the top of this letter. We will also be 
contacting you by telephone in the next week to follow up on this letter. We appreciate any input you 
may have on this project. Again, any information you provide us will remain confidential.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Catherine A. Wright 
Associate Archaeologist  
 
Attachment: Project Map 
 



Name Affiliation 
Date 

Contacted Notes/Results 
Christobal 
Devers 

Pauma & Yuima   

Paul Macarro Pechanga Band of Mission Indians   
Ruth Calac Rincon Band of Mission Indians  Only interested in lands on Rincon 

Reservation, adjacent to the San Luis 
Rey River, on Fallbrook, or on MCB 
Camp Pendleton 

Robert J. 
Salgado 

Soboba Band of Mission Indians   

Dean Mike Twenty-nine Palms Band of Mission 
Indians 

04/12/2006 No concerns with this area 

Henry Contreras San Luis Rey Band of Mission 
Indians 

  

Russell Romo San Luis Rey Band of Mission 
Indians 

  

Bennae Calac Pauma & Yuima   
EPA 
Coordinator 

Pauma & Yuima   

John Currier Rincon Band of Mission Indians  Only interested in lands on Rincon 
Reservation, adjacent to the San Luis 
Rey River, on Fallbrook, or on MCB 
Camp Pendleton 

Kristie Orosco Rincon Band of Mission Indians  Only interested in lands on Rincon 
Reservation, adjacent to the San Luis 
Rey River, on Fallbrook, or on MCB 
Camp Pendleton 

Carmen Mojado San Luis Rey Band of Mission 
Indians 

  

Mark Mojado San Luis Rey Band of Mission 
Indians 

  

Shasta Gaughen Cupa Cultural Center   
Rob Roy La Jolla Band of Mission Indians  Prefers to only be contacted by letter 
Harold Arres Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians   
 



 

 

 
 
August 10, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Shasta Gaughen 
35008 Pala Temecula Road 
PMB 445 
Pala, CA  92059 
 
 
Re: Response to Your Letter Regarding Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment 

for Redevelopment of a 70-Acre Parcel and Land Acquisition for Gillespie Field, El Cajon, San 
Diego County, California 

 
 
Dear Ms. Gaughen, 
 
 I am writing in response to your letter dated April 18, 2006, regarding the cultural resource 
study conducted by ASM Affiliates, Inc. (ASM) on April 10-13, 2006.  In your letter, you noted that 
although the Pala Band of Mission Indians is not aware of any cultural resource issues with the project 
property, Native American monitoring would be beneficial. 
 
 A records search was conducted at the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) and the entire 
project property was surveyed; no cultural resources were identified by either the records search or the 
survey.  It is our conclusion that the entire 70-acre project property has been heavily disturbed by 
industrial development including the Cajon Speedway, which comprises the majority of the project 
area.  Furthermore, in our professional opinion, the likelihood of identifying unknown prehistoric or 
historic archaeological deposits is extremely low and does not warrant either archaeological or Native 
American monitoring. 
 
 If you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact either Dr. 
Susan Hector or me.  We welcome your feedback. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Catherine A. Wright 
Associate Archaeologist  
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ATTACHMENT C 

Official APE Map 

(To be Provided) 

 
 
 




